Dear 
As you may know, the school my son/daughter (name here) attends, Gillen Brewer, is a special education pre-school and elementary school for children who have a wide variety of language, emotional, developmental, learning and health-related disabilities. Its ethnically, racially and socio-economically diverse population includes families from surrounding boroughs. 
(Add a sentence here about how attending GBS has benefitted your child.) Although the school is funded by the state, the money that the state provides is nearly $15,000 less per child per year than the actual cost of a Gillen Brewer education, and we must rely heavily on fundraising to make up the shortfall. 

The Enchanted Forest benefit auction, our largest community fundraiser of the year, will take place at The Lighthouse at Chelsea Piers on May 1, 2012. Not only does it include the 86 families whose children attend the school, but approximately 300 guests attend each year. Proceeds will benefit the school and its programs. Your donation will promote your business to the broad spectrum of attendees, and will help us sustain the incredible academic and therapeutic programs that have so greatly benefitted my own child and hundreds of children with special needs. 
Enclosed are two forms: an auction item donation form and an ad form. If you are unable to donate something to the auction, purchasing an ad in our journal is a wonderful way to help us out. The deadline for item donations is March 26th (although the physical items may be received as late as April 18th); the deadline for ads is March 16th. Additional forms and information about the auction are available at www.gillenbrewer.com/auction.html. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, or contact the school at auction@gillenbrewer.com.
Thank you in advance for helping to make this year’s auction our best ever! 

Sincerely,
